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Term 1- Week 5- March 2019

Classes 1, 2 & 3 Water Play
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9-10am Parent Chats in The 
Hearth

Important Dates
This week...

9-10am Parent Chats in The 
Hearth

Class 7 Community Service

8.30am Doll Making workshop 
LAC Foyer
Class 4 Walk Mt Barker Summit 
to School

PHONE

FAX

ADDRESS

08 8391 0411

08 8391 2386

27 Sims Road, Mount Baker, SA 5251

www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

/mtbarkerwaldorfschool

WEB

EMAIL

FACEBOOK

Please note that “The Heart of Parenting” talks are only for Playgroup parents.  
If you are not in Playgroup and have an interest in learning more about 
Waldorf Education, please send me an email with your questions and/or topics 
of interest.  Every Monday and Tuesday, Brioni Pridham, Early Childhood 
Director, is available for informal chats 9-10am in the The Hearth, the old 
Banksia Rose Kindy.  
Calling volunteers to help in in the Library on Tuesdays; general grounds on 
Wednesdays and the Educational gardens on Thursdays, 9:30-10:30am.  Also, 
the Canteen is always looking for an extra pair of hands through the week.  
Please send an email to office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au with an expression 
of interest so that we can arrange a time for you to come in.  Also, if you have 
a special skill that you would like to share with us, please let us know what it 
is and we will seek to organise a time for you to show us.   All volunteers will 
need a DCSI check and RAN certificate for volunteers. Don’t worry, Office 
staff can help you follow up on the required preparation to volunteer.
I am looking for someone to help organise a Grandparents and Significant 
other morning event this year.  Anyone interested to help out?   Please email 
me directly at hplatell@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au.

“To truly know the world, look deeply within your own being; to 
truly know yourself, take real interest in the world.”

Rodolf Steiner

Helen Platell, JD | Principal

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Parent Craft Important Dates
Next week...

Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this 
newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy, 
position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your 
own inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.
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Adelaide Cup Dap Public Holiday

9-10am Parent Chats in The 
Hearth

Class 8 Surfing and Beach Walk

Class 7 Community Service

Craft Group Parent Room

Last Friday Parent Craft held our 
weekly craft session at “The Hearth” 
– the old Banksia Rose Room in 
the Kindergarten grounds. We were 
greeted by Brioni sweeping the 
verandah and welcoming us into the 
space. There has been much work 
done to transform the room from a 
thriving kindergarten to a space ready 
to hold parent talks and gatherings. 
The room is open, welcoming and 
bright with the beautiful scent of 
roses and lemon verbena filling the 
air. The kettle was boiled, cups of 
tea drank, and the room filled with 
stories and laughter as we sat and 
stitched. 
Please join us as we gather each 
Friday from 9am-11.30am to create 
beautiful handcrafted toys for sale 
at the Spring Fair. No experience 

is necessary, and we welcome new 
ideas and techniques.  
Children are welcome under the 
supervision of their parent. 

Friends of the Garden
Friends of the Garden meet every Thursday morning from 
9am to 10.30am during term time down in the school plant 
nursery.  Tasks include propagation and potting up young 
plants.  Everyone welcome - no experience needed.  If 
you have young children they are also welcome.  Just 
turn up, or contact Sue for all enquiries.

Plants for Sale
Volunteers and students propagate and grow plants 
for sale in the plant nursery.  Purchase  can be made 
Thursday mornings from 9am to 10.30am during term 
time, or by appointment.  All proceeds returned to the 
school.  Contact Sue.

Gardening

Sue | 0408 854 919



When I look back at images of Mt Barker Waldorf School 
in 1982 and check a document or two from back then – I 
am surprised at how established the school appears from 
this distance. 
Then, as I re-inhabit that 1982 time through the few 
records that remain, and through discussion with old 
friends and colleagues, I remember my 1982 self, and 
how I experienced the school as entirely settled, as if it 
had long been a fixture in the landscape and we had all 
known each other for decades, rather than three short 
years. The environment reflected this settled atmosphere 
– by the end of 1982, all the buildings had been painted 
and repaired and were spic, span and sparkling; paving 
and pathways had been laid; gardens had been created; 
and many trees had been planted. 
Less visibly, initial governance systems were in place 
and schedules for various activities both in the classroom 
and in administrative and governance areas had been 
established. Certain traditions had also been instituted, 
even at this early stage. These included celebrations such 
as Festivals relating to the rhythms of the seasons, regular 
and ongoing gatherings such as parent craft groups, 
and bigger events such as the annual fund-raising and 
community-building Spring Fairs.
The year had begun however, with the heartbreak of an 

event experienced in a most profound way within our 
school community, and that was the death of a child. His 
mother and sister have generously given their permission 
for me to speak of it here and I’m grateful to be able 
to do this. To remember Jason and his courage in this 
way, is to acknowledge his life and presence as part of 
Alduino’s class, to appreciate the way Jason’s classmates 
and teachers were welcomed by his family in celebrating 
his life, and to reflect on the privilege we are offered in 
accompanying a fellow human being through such a 
journey. 
The experience of such significant loss in a growing and 
constantly changing school community, is a poignant 
reminder of other aspects of transience and transition. 
It must have deepened, if unconsciously, the children’s 
involvement in that celebration of seasonal change, the 
Autumn Festival, just a few weeks later.
As always the Festival was a colourful delight, with a 
story by Jennifer Bundey and Alduino Mazzone of The 
Golden Bowl. Festivals now needed consideration of the 
growing range of children’s ages. Our senior class was 
in Class 6, and the students would reach the great age 
of 12 years during the year, with a different perspective 
on things than the Class 1 children, many of whom were 
still only 6 years old at the time of the above-mentioned 

Looking Back: Celebrating 40 Years

Mt Barker Waldorf School Staff, 1982
BACK: David Skewes (Cl 3), Jenny West (Cl 5), Alduino Mazzone (Cl 6), Tina Whisson (Librarian, 

Craft), Bethany Neck (Kindergarten Assistant, Music), Reg Down (Eurythmy)
FRONT: Christine Lesley (Admin), Stephen Smith (Cl 1), Jen Bundey (Cl 4), Maria Melino (Cl 2), 

Doreen Mellor (Craft, Painting), Milton Mellor (Kindergarten)



Festival. Pedagogical and curriculum issues such as this 
one were discussed at length during our weekly staff and 
College meetings.
In terms of governance, the College of Teachers was 
well established and bedded down in the constitution as 
the policy and executive decision-making body for the 
school in matters ranging from education, staffing and 
building project management to parent liaison and caring 
for the environment.  Christine Leysley had joined us 
as book-keeper and took on further administrative roles, 
whilst Doreen relinquished some administration and 
taught more classes. There was a functioning Finance 
Committee to liaise with our Stirling-based accountants. 
A very active Building Committee considered further 
development of the site and liaised with service providers 
and the Australian Schools Commission regarding federal 
capital funding for future projects. These committees 
were always peopled by the usual suspects – at this point 
in the school’s development, comprising a majority of 
teachers, and one or two committed parents.
According to one lonely 1982 newsletter which has 
surfaced in Tina and John Whisson’s archives, the 
Building Committee was very keen to secure capital 
funding for a hall designed by architect and parent, 
Peter Villis, but we weren’t able to swing that one. Some 
considered the design rather space-age and were not too 
miserable about missing out on the funding!
This reminds me to ask… does anyone have a stash of 
newsletters from 1979 and the 1980s – or even one or 
two stray copies hiding in a bottom drawer? We’d love 
to copy them or take them into the archive. We do have a 
fair few from 1988 and 1989, but horrendous gaps in all 
the other years.
There is a wealth of information about the development 
of the school in these communiqués, which I wrote, 
collated and produced week after week. Suzanne 
Przybycien typed them into wax stencils from my scrappy 
handwritten letter to parents and various teachers’ notes 
and we both wrestled (mostly in turn and sometimes in 
concert) with the hand-operated Gestetner machine. But 
we didn’t archive them. Incredible. I shake my head at 
the lost opportunity, but on the other hand, every minute 
seemed to be full to overflowing with urgent deadlines 
and the next thing on the agenda. 
In 1982, there was an active Parent Council, which 
grew from its first iteration as the Parents and Friends 
Association. When packing to move back to SA from 
Canberra in late 2017, I found the 1979 Parents and 
Friends Minute Book containing handwritten minutes of 
a few meetings. It will no doubt surface again once we 
finish unpacking our boxes, and into the school archive 
it will go. 
The food cooperative begun with parents in Norwood in 
1979 continued as we settled into Mt Barker, using an 
empty shop front in Walker St just off Gawler Street, to 
store the dry goods. This became the school shop, All 
Seasons, which developed into a very active wholefoods 
store at that same venue, and later moved to a bigger 
venue in Gawler Street, where Sazon Espresso is now. 
We had several parents working in the school by this 
time, as an in-kind component of their school fees. An 

hourly rate was offered – a rate that the school could 
afford and parents felt would contribute a reasonable 
amount towards fees. School fees themselves were based 
on our intention that no child, given our combination of 
low fees and the fees-in-kind scheme, would be turned 
away for economic reasons. 
The approach to school fees complemented our approach 
to salary payment – after long discussion, it was decided 
during 1982 to pay salaries based on teachers’ family 
circumstances, combined with their time commitments 
within the school. Award wages and superannuation were 
still a pipe dream, but we were resolute in our decision 
to support the school in this way, until its financial 
foundation was firmly in place. Both the Education 
Department and the Teachers Union made a few noises 
about this, but once various representatives had visited 
the school and spoken with the College of Teachers, they 
stepped back and left us to it.
We were a diligent and seriously dutiful bunch of 
teachers. No-one ever suggested heading down to the 
pub on a Friday afternoon! Most of us enjoyed a glass of 
wine, but on the other hand, there was often a working 
bee to think about the next day, and we’d need to be at 
home baking a cake to share and in other ways preparing 
for the work, as well as spending some time with our 
long-suffering children. At least two of the teachers’ 
families were also building houses or extensions of their 
own, in addition to everything else that was happening. 

Focused though we were, there were wonderfully happy 
and sociable moments – I remember after one Spring Fair 
clean-up, eating leftovers and singing Golden Oldies – as 
Alduino termed them in his diary – long into the night. 
Thank you Alduino for keeping a diary and noting that 
this was the 1982 Spring Fair! I am pretty sure that the 
images of the Spring Fair included here, are from that 
very event. 
At the beginning of the year, we welcomed Stephen 
Smith as the new Class 1 teacher – Stephen was a local 
Adelaide teacher who had become interested in Steiner 
Education through the programs run by Paul Rubens and 
Patricia Fuss at Underdale CAE.
As mentioned earlier, the 13 children in Alduino’s Class 
6 seemed so much older by comparison. I remember 

Mt Barker Waldorf School Spring Fair. Anna Simpson in foreground. 
David Skews sitting behind her.



these children so well. One of their lunch time activities 
in Class 6 was to play at getting married – just the 
wedding bit! Day after day, they would bring props 
(I remember a Bible, a black suit jacket, a long white 
dress, a veil) in their schoolbags, and off to the paddock 
they would go. We watched them from a distance, 
enacting the weddings, and were highly entertained by 
their tableaux. I remember Patrick as a Minister, Bible 
in hand, with Shnoosee and Aaron as bride and groom 
and the rest of the class as congregation. I imagine they 
swapped roles and all had a go or two, as there was quite 
a lengthy wedding season. Now two of them are actually 
married with a family of their own and their oldest son 
(our grandson) in Class 12, on the brink of launching his 
own life in the wide world. 

Tomono Wynn joined us, to teach Japanese – Tomono 
and our first Chinese teacher Ping, were by all accounts, 
if not the first, then among the first Asian language 
teachers to be employed to teach in Primary schools in 
SA. Japanese was to continue, and is still a wonderfully 
successful part of our languages program for Primary 
and Secondary classes alike.
Later in the year, in September, we were extremely 
pleased to welcome a Eurythmist, Reg Down, who 
arrived with his partner Suzanne Down and their two 
small boys. Reg and his family had crossed the ocean 
to join us, so we had organised a house and the school 
community had been generous in providing furniture and 
other household goods. The students loved Reg’s style, 
making the return of Eurythmy classes to the timetable, 
a joy for all.
Tina Whisson moved in other directions and became our 
school librarian as well as taking on some of the craft 
classes in the Primary school, as the number of classes 
increased.
And now for the building section. Yes, we were still 
building. 
Working bees continued from January to December 
1982 and were focused on plantings and paving around 
the buildings, creating verandahs, completing the work 
needed on the Nailsworth buildings and extending what is 
now Nightingale Kindergarten to include toilet facilities. 
Milton Mellor did a fine plumbing job, working away 

on the weekends. Early in the year, Alduino did lots of 
finishing work on the building that was to become the 
classroom for his Class 6 and also started planting the 
gardens around this area. 

And then came the big one, which I’ll say more about 
next week; but to give you a foretaste of what was to 
come – we had determined that the 1982/83 summer 
holiday would result in new classrooms to accommodate 
Classes 1 & 2. 
So we lined up our ducks (Mt Barker Council included), 
and submitted a building application to Council, which 
was approved on 17 December. Four days later, on 21 
December, the foundations for the new Class 1 & 2 
building were poured. 
We stopped for a few days to celebrate Christmas, and 
then the real fun began. Our new building appeared as 
if by magic (the magic of several thousand mud bricks 
later, all made by hand onsite, and the completely mad 
and magical building activity that continued through 
January), to be inhabited in February 1983 by Jeremy 
Board’s new Class 1 and Stephen Smith’s Class 2. 

Thanks for discussion and information:
Tina Whisson
Milton Mellor 
David Skewes
Alduino Mazzone (diary info provided by Susan Laing
Saul Mellor
Tamara Lee
Sue Collins

Mt Barker Waldorf School 1982

Japanese teacher Tomono Wynn 

Doreen Mellor



Class 1 Students looking for the set of blue blocks and 
the same coloured rocks. Lots of incidental learning 
at afternoon inside play.

What better task on a hot day than to model with 
some cool clay. The Class 5 students modelled deer 
after hearing an Episode from the famous Indian story 
of the Ramayana. They had water play afterwards as 
well!

Class 1

Julie | Class Teacher

Jeremy | Class Teacher

Class 5

We feel very at home in our new space, with the new 
complimenting the pre-loved that we brought with us from 
the old kindergarten.  Combining the two has definitely 
offered a sense of belonging to our older children who 
are well immersed in the kindergarten rhythm.  They 
have been busy inviting the younger children into their 
play and happily sharing their knowledge about the 
kindergarten.  We welcome Brodie, Ellie, Indie, Remy, 
Patrick, Olivia, Lucinda, Ayla, Adelaide, Asher, Max and 
their families into our community. 
After our morning walk the children quickly engage in 
outdoor play - busying themselves in the sandpit, caring 
for the chickens and checking for eggs, watering the 
garden and getting up close with the guinea pigs.   After 
morning circle and morning tea, the children enjoy indoor 
play - building cubbies and sail boats, and interacting with 
one another in various dramatic play scenarios.  Some 
days we are all invited to attend a show that the children 
have carefully produced and scripted.  While all this is 
unfolding, our daily helpers are busy preparing lunch.  
During the afternoon programme the children have been 
learning some new wool craft - in particular twisty ties 
for their sleeping and craft bags along with rolling balls 

of wool, finger knitting and pompoms/spring chicks.   
Our parent evening was well enjoyed - singing together, 
learning a little more about one another and looking 
at how the kindergarten and home rhythm can support 
the healthy development of the young child.  Thank 
you to Dustin Curtis for our new tables and chairs, to 
Jocelyn Grant (woodwork teacher) and Class 10 for our 
playstands - already they have enriched the children’s 
play and day.  

Kindergarten
Banksia Rose

Leesa & Georgie | Kindergarten



Class 1 had a visit this week from their Class 12 buddies. 
The younger students were keen to share with the older 
students the stories of the consonants that they have been 
learning about in Main Lesson.  The students were very 
proud to show their work to the Class 12s. Julie played 
a huge game of Simon Says with both of the classes and 
on their departure the Class 12 students promised to visit 
again soon.

Classes 1 & 12

Katherine | Class Guardian

Hi I’m Kaicey Fukuda.  I’ve been a student here all the 
way back to attending Banksia Rose Kindergarden 14 
years ago.  I will take with me the cherished memories 
of all of class camps and excursions from Primary 
School to now.  I was lucky enough to participate on 
the 2015 Japan trip with Aaron and Katherine.  Over 
the years my family have hosted Indian and Japanese 
students and I was fortunate to go on exchange during 
Year 10 to the Kyotanabe Steiner School in Japan. The 
theme for my Year 12 Project is “The experiences of 
youth expressed through music.” What does this mean? 
Through the project, I hope to broaden my knowledge in 
creative mediums, and expand my artistic portfolio.  In 
this case, to learn how to create and produce music that 
encapsulates experiences by sampling. I plan to create 
an EP/ Album of roughly 8-12 songs which will express 
wither a feeling/ emotion/ experience in relation to my 
own life.  The songs are under the genre of Lofi-Hiphop/ 
RnB, incorporating poetry, vocals, instrumentals and 
producing.  With each song, there will be accompanying 
visual aids, adding to the song’s underlying meaning, 
enhancing the literal or metaphorical ethos.  There will 
be an exhibition later in the year to showcase the album.

Class 12 Graduates
Kaicey Fukuda



STUDENT EXCHANGE
Welcome

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED  
IN APRIL/MAY 2019 

Each year we have a partnership with the Abhaya 
Waldorf School Hyderabad, India for a month while 
the students attend the Class 10 Surveying Camp 
held at the Flinders Ranges followed by the Main 
Lesson study. We are seeking hosts from the wider 
community. 
Host families need to be able to supply: 
- DCSI clearance for anyone 18+ living at your home 
- Visiting student must have their own room 
- Be able to accommodate for about two weeks (they 
will be on the Surveying camp for two weeks). 
Each student will pay $150 per week paid to the host 
family to cover costs for their two week stay at your 
home. 
The dates for the groups visit is the 24th April to the 
25th May,  2019.
Please contact Katherine Goodrick on  kgoodrick@
mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au if your family would like 
to apply to host a student from India. 

Welcome Music Tutor Catherine
Catherine is a highly trained and experienced musician 
and educator, with a Bachelors degree in classical 
performance and pedagogy and educational Honours, 
as well as vast performance experience working with 
artists such as the ASO. Additionally, Catherine has 
received academic awards and scholarships enabling 
her own educational research. Such research has 
informed Catherine’s teaching, leading her to strongly 
value student autonomy, uniqueness of learning 
needs, and wellbeing.

Ruth | Music Teacher

For the rest of Term 1 Camp Australia is offering the 
first session for new families free. This is an excellent 
opportunity to try the Out of School Hours Care at 
Waldorf out. Our session time runs from 3:25pm till 
6:30pm Monday through to Friday. Pick up a flyer at 
the front office or alternately come and see Amanda in 
OSHC. 
Over the past week we have developed a new service 
philosophy that closely reflects the values within the 
school;
Waldorf OSHC aims to deliver care where children will 
engage with life, develop emotional strength, be creative, 
flexible in thinking and pursue all with moral integrity. 
We will be positive towards others, determined in self, 
thoughtful in observation and pursue all with enthusiasm 
and fire in our imaginations. We value ourselves, each 
other and the natural environment.
We welcome any input and/or feedback to our philosophy, 
as Waldorf OSHC is a part of your community. 

OSHC

Amanda | OSHC

This week at Waldorf OSHC we made dolls out 
of plasticine



Photo Gallery
Water Play



Community

Welcome to  
the Hearth 

Please come to visit. 
(in the previous Banksia Rose building) 

 

On Monday and Tuesday mornings, 9 – 10am, parents and families are 
invited to pop in to the Hearth for a ‘cuppa and conversation’. 

You will be able to meet families from playgroup, kindergarten or school 
and build connections. You may have a question, be curious to learn 
more about Waldorf Education or to explore different ways to build your 
family rhythm and culture.  

In time, specific activities/workshops will happen, for example, craft, 
gardening, cooking, modelling, child development, Waldorf Education.  

Please let your teachers or Brioni know if you have a request. 

I am looking forward to seeing you and the community grow and 
connect together to support our children and families. 

 

Brioni Pridham 

Director Early Childhood Education 

Community

Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this 
newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy, 
position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your 

own inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.



CommunityCommunity

For several years a Steiner Study 
Group has been meeting at Nairne. 

The study current group commenced 
on 

Tuesday 19 February 2019,7.30pm.

We are studying ‘Transforming the 
Soul’, Volume 1, nine lectures by 

Rudolf Steiner, given over October 
and December 1909.

New members welcome to join us at 
anytime, including people who are 

new to Steiner’s thought.

Contact David Skewes
8388 6594

Steiner Study Group

My name is Laura Julia Hilpert. I 
am 21 years old and I come from 

Germany.
I am looking for a friendly Waldorf 

family because I want to be au 
pair. I went to a Waldorf school in 

Germany and I will study in a Waldorf 
univerity. 

I have a international driver lisence. 
My hobbies are yoga, vegan cooking, 
bush hiking, running, surfing, belly 
dancing, painting, laughting and to 

have fun with children. 
I just want to have good time with 

you. If you are intersted, just write me 
an email. 

laura-julia22@gmx.de

Au Pair


